FOREWORD

indictment. But the book was written some time ago, and the
fact th'at it had not been published until now is no fault of the
Author.

I was told that I must not publish an attack on MacDonald
while he was Prime Minister, as it was in the national interest
that confidence in the Premier be maintained.

I was told when MacDonald left the Government that it was
not fair to kick a man when he was down.

I was told when MacDonald died that it was not right to
attack a man when he is dead.

This would mean that alive or dead nothing but praise was
due a Premier. Finally, the question of good taste has been
raised. De mortuis nil nisi bonum is an excellent maxim and one
to which considerable importance is attached in this country,
but it cannot be held to apply to the politics and political
conduct of statesmen, for these are matters of public interest
and common concern.

Politicians are a class apart in so far as they have to present
themselves to the judgment of the people, to seek their suffrage,
and appeal for their support and confidence.

In a democratic country the most important public duty a
citizen has to perform is to choose those who make the laws.
If he is to make an intelligent choice between parties or policies,
his judgment must be based on evidence. In 1931 the issue
before the people of this country was, in the last analysis, the
honesty and the bona fides of the * National' Government. That
is still the dominant issue in British politics. I hope that this
book may assist the ordinary citizen to a fair and just judgment.
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